(CONFIDENTIAL. ) 


(No. 45 of 1892. 


REPORT 


ox 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 5th November 1899. 


CONTENTS: 
| 
Page. | Page. 
I.—Foreian Pouttics. | 
The financial difficulty ia . 1041 
+ oe ag ow ro the Dinajpur district . 1042 
n question . 1033 ir Charles Klliott’s administration ,., ——— * 
in Susie Abies Rahman ... 1b. Official tours ica cee oo. 1043 
The Black Mountain expedition tb. The spirit of the administration - oo ™ 
II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
IL I.—Legeis Lative. 
(a) Police 
Murders in the Backergunge District ... . 1034 : 7 
Tne village police ‘is ee 1. | Sg roposed cooly legislation i. a 
im ee in the Bengal Legislative Council . 1044 
a } the Courts 
stiedainat, Jed IV.—Native Starzs. 
Babu Brojendra Kumar * Sil, J “— of Rajshahi .. 1035 
Curtailment of jury trial ab. Nil. 
The officiating appointment 1 in the Allahabad High 
Court eee eee , 1086 
The curtailment of the jury system bas a V.—ProsPprzots or THE Crops AND ConDlITION OF 
The Allahabad judgeship... +e a THE PEOPLE. 
The curtailment of the jury system ae ae 
i l eee eee eee 
— The distress ‘as ~ a 
Drought at Chetna in the Ghatal Sub-division 1045 
(c)- Jails— Distress at Bag Anchra in the Santipur Sub-division 6b. 
The distress in =n en  -_ 
a G t’ rt t a: 
Prisoners in the Diamond Harbour jail . 1038 a. er oi fan - . sites | - 


(d)—Educaiion= 
Nil. 


(e)\— Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- 
tration— 


The last sleation for the Burdwan Sadar Local 


Board sis ee a a 
(f )— Questions affecting the land— 
The omnis of the Assam land-revenue i 
The land revenuein Assam ose . 1039 
(9)~-Railways and communications, including canals 
and wrrigation—- 
Nil. 
(h)— General ~— 
The last Famine Resolution oe wb. 
hy jeg Oppression of the Hindus by Government ib. 
The last Famine Circalar ... aa . 1041 
Sale of quinine by Government 1b. 
Sir Charles Kliott and the native press vb, 


Government and the prevailing distress — a 


Reports of distress ... 1046 
Distress in the 24- Pargannas district . 1047 
Distress in Kast Mymensingh 1048 
Distress at Reuhelbans in the Mymensingh district 1050 
Distress in the Dacca district ve ae 
The prevailing distress oe «ee 1061 
Government in the prevailing distress ... ». 1052 
VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 
Englishmen’s hatred of the Indians __... ine 
The Provincial Conference ... 1063 


Dinking water in a village in the Malda District ve 
Cause of famine in Bengal ,.. Ue 


Uniya Papgrs. 


Use of library books by students si io 
The rice crop in the Balasore district . oo» 1054 
Payment of revenue by money-order ... Pie 
The Bengal Municipal Biil are ; sb 


Assam Papgss. 


Nil. 


ee eet hell cae RES etna aN eer Ay ence wea are yw 88) nn ~~ ¢ . es ~p 
wer sede - eT ent onl ea ee ee ee ee en ee ee te ee eer ias -e ~~ o 
= 2 —— . . 
ee ee 


7 ee Aer tget ee Cane mer Tee poly an, at et. Pee 
: . — 
© RRC RE rent eet ~ ee ie ee Me ee arn 
. , a. " 


a i a "2 ~~ “ 
ee ee en a ee 
od . Peereat ‘ men os 


( 1030. ) 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


te 


| Reported 
 eeaher of Dates of Papers received and e 


Place of publication. ) 
| subscribers, | for the week. 


Names of newspapers. ramined 


| 


—— 


-—_e™ 


BenGatt. 


Fortnightly. 


Tangail, Mymensingh 
Bankura a 
Ramkristopur, Howrah 
Calcutta m oes 
“6 : ‘hei’ Kasipur, Barisa ve 
ees yg Ghatail, Mymensingh 
Wavaminir P : . 
‘“ Sadar-o-Mufassal " Tahirpur, Rajshahi ,,, 


‘¢Ulubaria Darpan i Ulubaria coe 


Tri-monthly, 


‘“ Ahmadi” 
‘Bankura Darpan” 
‘“ Gramvasi ” 

‘ Kaliyuga es 


ow 


Ist November 1892. 


es 40 § PES RNS OR. 1 LESS - id * 
7 4 \ ” 
a ee ee i ee rs Te NE shee , - 
Fak : * 
: owt 
til ie ot . hg Ta eae eee RB ny wae he, ei ot iar . s . 
Gee eee SOREL Se: Ot RRS aa ee oot ee ee 
os. = Dk ey t “3 1A ~ See Er Shee - ¢ ae 
Apt : ay % aes: it SR SAY ao Seek: rt TAO . ‘ * 
Po, See Pn bt ae ' Bee ais. “sah oa bit i * eee gee ta. . 7 
Oya ah Sach nt ee ae +1 48 SN eign RE Ry tases Learner > Sages “ 7 
“a ee ‘ fe aes Fe oy Ne Th . a poe 3 ee 
« ee Fe q PU Ree Sef ses a a Stet * ate... * ¥ o Ps a 
es « gs rt $ a. See a Are 3 >, ees ro : 
t * fe Piers a Sete 2 : . ed * 4 PRES DESO MRR eM er sole 
‘& pre ekh os arts * say re ye N-tn “ ap 8 “ 2 Ws we 7 Ma «: eg " Tt ian Pete ete ™ MN ‘ : . 
; ee t ‘ e ‘ 7 ¥ > ™ ‘ oe Oa ee ~~ a = me Yn * + 
3 < ; . : a STS ee a ‘ 
‘et : ; se ~ muah. 2 olen AE EO eR oo ee ee 


SN ao hh OO 


‘“ Hitakari ’’ Tangail Mymensingh 


Weekly. 


Calcutta .. | 20,000 | 29th October 1899. 
Ditto ese 8,000 

Burdwan ss 335 | 25th 
Sherpur, Mymensingh 400 
Dacca 2,200 | 30th 
Hooghly 825 | 28th 
Boalia, Rajshahi 212 | 26th 
Calcutta cubes 27th 
Berhampore bes cis 


‘“ Bangavasi 

“ Banganivasi 

“ Burdwan Sanjivani"’ 

“ Charuvarta ” 

|  Tacca Prakash ”’ 

|“ Education Gazette *' 

— Hindu Ranjika”’ 

« Hitavadi” 

| Maurshidébad Pratinidhi "’ 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto, 
ditto. 
ditto. 


SE oa Bt wieght 


Sb ny RB IR Rig hg 


aa yess 4 
Abb alte « 

Se Alban, ie Rs 

OS issue 


% 
ata 
—- 
* 
D 
* 
Phe, + 


Rb erive Pae ae ner aa aatieg te 


milo nate 
an ge ; aie . — = 


ict matte Ie 


Spee 


‘Navaylga”’ 

“ Prakriti ” 

‘ Pratikar ”’ 

“ Prithiv. ” 

|“ Rangpur Dikprakash ” 
—« Ssahachar”’ 

| Sahayogi”’ 

| §§ Sakti ” 
‘‘Samaj-o-Séhitya”’ 

‘“ Samaya ” 

‘¢ Sanjivani °’ 

“ Sansodhini”’ 

‘‘ Saraswat Patra ”’ 
Som Prakash ” 

“ Srimanta Sadagar ”’ 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Berhampore 
Calcutta 


| Kakinia, Rangpur 


Calcutta 
Barisal 
Dacca 
Garibpore, Nadia 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Chittagong 
Dacca 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 


500 


800-1 ,000 


342 
1,000 
3.000 
4,000 
a 

600 


3,100 


29th ditto, 


ditto, 


ditto. 


‘¢ Sudhakar ” 
‘‘Sulabh Samachar ’”’ 


Daily. 


Ditto : ac ane 


“ats 


Suan P 
2 OR in EL et EY HE 
<a cs Se oi 

i re oe : 
TI 6 PR Pails 
po 


hee TRE, Posie oh 
i. let ~ Poa 
Be ete re Ae 


i bs 
Te a 


= 
ie 
? 
i 
3 F 
z 
* 
, 
ee 
£ hs 


‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika "’ 
** Dengal Exchange Gazette " 


‘“ Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika ”’ 
| Samvad Prabhakar ”’ 


| Samvad Purnachandrodaya " 


Calcutta 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


500 


I ,00U 
1,500 


300 


Ist, to 3rd November 1892. 

27th, 28th and 3lst October and Ist 

to 3rd November 1892. 

30th October to 3rd November 1892. 

.  agaeaed and Ist to3rd November 
892, 

31st October to 3rd November 1892. 

27th to 29th October and 31st October 


' “ Suiabh Dainik’’ 


to 3rd November 1892. 
ENGLISH AND BEnaatti. 


Weekly. 
|“ Dacca Gazette’’ 


‘ 
‘ 
| 


Hinpt. 
Monthly. 


a Darjeeling Mission te Masik Samachar | Darjeeling 
: Vatrika.”’ 


_“ Kshatriya Patrika’’ 
Weekly. 


Patna 


Calcutta 750 

Bankipore 501) 
‘ Bharat Mitia | Calcutta 1,200 
“ Champaran Chandrika "’ Bettiah 350 

| + Dest V yapari Calcutta ‘ome 
“Hind: Bangavasf Ditto ee 
‘Sar Sudlanidha "' Ditto 500 
“ Uchit Bakta’’ + Ditto 4,600 


| '* Aryavarta °’ 
Bihar Bandha ” 


> gg GP: expen an ¥ ~ mae 
we “RF : : < h ‘ 


: « ~ “« . . i‘ 

Slee 4 oe Sa ak 2 gste pe . a : met ? 
‘s é Re Ege Ry to, a, . 4 pet be 

; sg Fae Tila ae Aga Poe Sees eae fe “ a 

we ba, hs 
is - x Niele a <> , 
either gt Palas cape wa eee Pe SAE om, Fang ONE URS OS Oe og ong stip mer. ley - 
= ‘wes es ane ann 
- saci iinie - 


a SORE Re. ete ow 


Re SoS 
i, Ce alk 


aa Nt 
ne Pam 
ae WOES ; . 
: Mil sc at eptine te 
owt > Sw eed ~ 


( 1031 


) 


a 


72 


74 


Names of newspapers. 


EN nc NO 


Place of publication, 


Reported 
nuinber of 
subscribers, 


Date of papers received and examined 
for the week, 


‘Anis 


‘ Shokh ” 


‘Asha ”’ 
‘¢ Echo” 


‘} A) Punch ” 


i. Mi 
‘¢ Samyabadi ° 
‘‘Taraka and Subhavarta “. 


“ Utkalprava ” 


“Dipaka” 

‘“Samvad Vahika” __... 
66 Uriya and Navasamvad ’’ ,., 
‘ Utkal Dipika ” 


Urpo. 


Weekly. 


‘Calcutta Punch” 
‘« Darussaltanat and Urdu G 


U RIYA. 


Monthly. 


Weekly. 


BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


‘* Paridarshak "’ 
‘¢ Silchar ”’ 


Weekly. 


‘‘Srihatta Mihir”’ 


uide °’ 


« General and Gauhariasfi”’ ... 


‘‘Mehre Monawar ” 
‘¢ Raisul-Akhbari-Murshidab 


‘¢Setare Hind”’ 


ad” 


PAPERS PUBLISHED IN ASSAM. 


Bankipore 

Patna 

Calcutta 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Muzaffarpur 
Murshidabad 


Arrah 
Monghyr 


Cuttack 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Balasore 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Ditto 
Cuttack 


Sylhet 
Silchar 


Sylhet 


165 


28th October 1892. 
3lst ditto, 


Baisak 1299 B.S. 


22nd September 1892. 
21st ditto. 
24th ditto. 


? 
~~ PL I RENT entin oe 
Pe ORE 4 rveibonge - — Sa 


me “wer ae eo —— et eke - ee orn “a tan~ —- e , “ 
 iethnel a liedt iene cneetet ne ahoei ee ae. ee ee Cn ee ee ee 
= aa R " ¥ 


ww aco & ¥ 
> al we 
~ OO. en: EEF Oe omy , im « - wer Ste ge - uptos 
~ ve IRE ELE A tl MR aT PI Yige Me 
e . — . 


s <a — 
RN terre Nr ABE A= gs se Sn + SRR AIO eA Ne ie tea Nb RR on alone ee i alin tpesainte name 


ee ee ee ee en eer. g ees ~ 


ou anupe 2m oe . ang 
. panes ow <n ha tatay ‘ nlp age naletede orese be opep, to wee tenn. eigen pints? apt ‘ete 
PS ly ANOS PROMS EM AEE 9 i MES Tac ng In ry Dilton Ne = RI Ange eR ine ema ote a Ne AR aT > waar te Ce ce eS ee Se a a See 
a eal x oa + " . <i 


oe <oueety - e wie — > ps ON A et A as Seaman a . 
ee ea ng ee Sn, Se ee So nee cere es ees yt oe pene 
4 e 
x oie hte te. tet ae ON On RS Stal 


ene westista er wail RENE 


Sees a = = 
ae AMR 
> of are th = WE te ES OO Fe 


he iret heal eee, 


fo empiare ess 


oe 
4 mm. 
PRA Arora 


Reap tree 


tanits 


- ne ie 
see Py 
‘o ‘ ; athe ws a 
8 tes is st whee” ~4 , ed 
ry +. ey : , ge ‘ ais : ra ’ 
4 al =, “2 Niele 
~. oy anandn.. i 
AD \ eaten Suen Farcreindiat oi bs iliane ancnee dian Peak gam: 


Bivig tag AA Seay 
h 8 


RARE ees. ee 
ES att 


Oat Sa nia i 
gin 


DON eR Ret h 


eee peePrae: Saas mes 


ai Ras ia se “ght ae 
- aa” +s a 


2 es & y+ “ea 
: ated Z*, 
5 ee eee) . 

"ale i fa 
2 % 

7% SFO pene 
So en 
ies 


Pa er 


Se EB x 
ee cgi 


a a 


‘i attest” Stim me aa 
t , a er ae eM .e' 
nee * ie ee 
¥ - & Fs be i , 
SN ee Be ee 
mage Rian Pei amet oe he oi = 


@ 


CL we 3 


I.—Foreicn Pouitics. 


The Burdwan Sanjirani, of the 25th October, has the following :—~ 

The Russians are physically stronger than other people, and they possess 
avery large army. And if their financial resources 
had been commensurate with the strength of their 
army, they would have by this time prepared serious troubles for the British 
Government in India. Whenever, therefore, they come to have the sinews 
of war, it will be difficult to stop their progress. They will then be 
able to send lakhs of soldiers to the north-western frontier of India, while 
the army which the Government of India will be able to oppose to their 
immense hosts will never be large. Government will never be able to raise in 
times of war the number of disciplined soldiers which the Russians can raise 
in such times, the reason being the absence in India of the system of enrol- 
ment for military service which is prevalent in Russia. Again, there being 
no reserve corps in India, it will be difficult for Government to replace the 
soldiers who will be killed in war. The Sikhs and Gurkhas constitute the 
chief strength of the army, but the Gurkhas not being British subjects, it is 
not easy to increase their number at pleasure. And even if a new Gurkha 
corps 1s formed, some time must elapse before the new men are so trained as 
to be able to take the field against Russian troops. The martial spirit is dying 
out among the Sikhs, and, unlike their forefathers, the Sikhs who are not actually 
in the British army receive no military training. They are now taking to 
agriculture and other peaceful pursuits. The same thing may be said of the 
Jaths and other people of Northern India, who were formerly distinguished for 
their martial spirit, and with whose help the English effected the conquest of 
India. The Arms Act has tended to emasculate these races. This being the case, 
it will be difficult for Government to raise a sufficient number of troops in 
times of war. It therefore behoves Government to trust the people of India, 
to remove the obstacles which stand in the way of their receiving military 
training, and to introduce the system of forming reserve corps amongst them. If 
this is done, Government will have no cause to be afraid of the Russians, or to 
make a friend of the Amir of Afghanistan by humouring and flattering His 
Ilighness. Let a fraction of the money which is now being spent on the 
Cabul frontier be utilized in giving military training to the people of India, and 
all fear on the score of a Russian invasion will disappear for good. 

2. The Sudhakar, of the 28th October, gives the following character to 
Amir Abdur Rahman of Cabul :— 

The Amir’s courage in warfare is not less than hisskill; he is as wise in 
statesmanship as he is superior in knowledge and 
intelligence ; he is as judicious as he is ambitious of 
his people’s advancement; he is as devoted to duty as he is simple in his habits 
and style of living. Continually engaged in warfare since an carly age, he has 
naturally grown up rather hard of heart; still his execution of Muhammad Jan 
and other brave Afghans is hardly justifiable. And leaving this single failing 
in his character out of view, there is undoubtedly not a single sovereign in the 
whole Asiatic continent who can be regarded as his equal in administrative 
power. Even his most powerful enemies bow their heads before him. Indeed, 
the Amir possesses all the qualifications necessary to keep down his brave but 
turbulent Pathan subjects. A more fearless man than Amir Abdur Rahman is 
scarcely to be met with. ‘The greatest dangers find him undismayed. The 
late Hazara insurrection, which threatened to subvert his dominion, did not 
alarm him in the least and he did not even think it necessary to send his Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Gholam Haider, to quell it. If Abdur Rahman had been a 
European sovereign, his fame would have spread to the furthest limits of the 
vlobe, and the whole civilised world would have praised his statesmanship. 
But Eastern monarchs find no European reputation. Whatever the Anglo-Indian 
Press may say of the Amir in jealousy, it must be admitted by every im- 
partial man that the Amir is an able and worthy ruler. What people anxious 
to have Afghanistan annexed to British territory say regarding the Amir is 
mostly without foundation, and ought to receive no hearing. 

3. The Bangavdst of the 20th October, says that some fruitless fighting 
has already taken place in the Black Mountains. 
This fighting will bring no good, but will cost the 
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country some thirty lakhs of rupees. Government may spend any amount 
of money it pleases on the defence of the north-western frontier, and the 
people of India will not say anything to its doing so, nor have they any right 
to say anything. But is it wise to waste money in this way when the greater 
part of the country’s population is raving for food ? 


II].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(«) — Police. 


4, The Lilavadi, of the 27th October, is sorry that the Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division took no notice, on the oceasion 
of his visit to the district of Backergunge, of the 
frequent murders in that district. The local police 
is unable to put a stop to these murders. It is hoped that the Licutenant- 
Governor will attend to this mattcr. 

5. The Bangavasi, of the 29th October, writes 
as follows :— 

The people of the country are already sick of the over-righteous thana- 
police; and now a brother and coadjutor of the thana-police is going to be 
created in the village-police. Already fried in the hot frying-pan of the thana- 
police, the people must now fall ito the blazing fire of the village-police, and 
thus number their days on earth. 

The police has hitherto existed only in thanas and outposts, but it will now 
invade every village and every quarter of a village. ‘There is now only one 
policeman to every 3,503 of the population, and even this small proportion of 
the police to the population is a sore trial to the latter; henceforward, however, 
there will be some half-a-dozen police amlas in every village, which will mean 
an enormous amount of oppression for the villagers. Up to this time the tyrant 
has lived at some distance, however small, from the people’s habitations; he will 
heneeforward dwell at their thresholds. 

H{enccforward, the police constable will count even the number of 
breaths a villager draws, and every villager will have to explain the reason of 
his very sneezing and coughing every time he sneezes or coughs. Let the 
villagers and the panchayets, then, prepare themselves to see their Khedo and 
Budho chaukidars converted into august police constables and keeping watch at 
their dovrs in the terror-inspiring police uniform. ‘That cloud-complexioned 
body, fitted out in black coat, and crowned with the scarlet puggree, and wooden 
baton in hand—that awe-inspiring form, even the occasional appearance of which 
used to alarm and confound the villagers—that, that very form will now alarm 
the village people every hour of the day. ‘the old village chaukidars will be 
converted into Chobdurs and Jamddars, holding sanads under the Magistrate’s own 
hand and seal. The people will henceforward be subject to, and slaves of this, 
new police. The new arrangement has received the sanction of the Legislature, 
and there is therefore no escape from it. 

It is true the Bengal Government is not wholly ignorant of the inefficiency 
and corruptibility of the Bengal Police, and is therefore anxious to reform It. 
But no reform will effect any improvement in the Bengal Police so long as the 
relation between the police and the people, the relation, that is, of devourer 
to the thing to be devoured is not materially altered. With things as they exist 
at present, it is imposible for the police to conquer their avarice. But be that as 
it may, when a reform of the Bengal Police is under contemplation, would it 
not have been best to defer any change in the village police till such reform 
of the Bengal Police as is thought of had been carried out ? 

Protests and representations avail little; the Legislature seldom gives ear 
to them. But there have been, as a matter of fact, few protests and representa- 
tions worth the name against the Chaukidari Act, for no one has spoken on behalf 
of the poor village people. It is the villagers who constitute the bulk of the popu- 
lation, but they are unfortunately perfectly voiceless. ‘They suffer and suffer, 
like the all-suffering Mother-Earth, and then die away. The men who profess to 

be their spokesmen are incarnations of Satan himself, so blinded are they by their 
own interests. They are nothing if not liars and deeeivers. When the people fin 
themselves surrounded by a great fire, and are about to drop into it and die like 
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so many worms, the political leaders of the country—who miscall themselves 
the people’s friends—are rejoicing over Mr. Naoroji’s return to Parliament, or 
are striving hard to get a drop of the honey of the elective franchise from 
their rulers, as if that will ensure them salvation in the life to come. 

The Indian Association and India’s deliverer, Mr. Surendranath Bannerji 
held a meeting in Calcutta to protest against the provisions of the new 
Municipal Bill relating to election, and after a month’s time issued a long 
report of the meeting, The supposed grievance was discussed in the Provincial 
Conference, and will be hotly discussed in the coming Congress, and it is said 
that even an appeal will be made to the Secretary of State for redress. Good: 
but has a single patriot come forward to speak a word of protest against the 
Chaukidari Act ? If not—why not? Is it because the Chaukidari Act is 
Mr. Cotton’s greatest achievement in ‘* New India ?”? Yes, Mr. Cotton is now 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal and possesses the power to clear 
people’s way to seats in the Bengal Council ! 

As for the official opmion on the Chaukidari Act, most of the veteran 
Mufassal officials, including District officers and Divisional Commissioners, who 
have the most intimate acquaintance with the working of the village police, 
did not assent tothe measure, Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, though a native 
civilian, has yet had the courage to protest against every word of the Act, and 
has also indicated the lines on which the law should have been amended. 
Mr. Dutt’s protest was the result of a long experience of the country, and was 
supported by facts, and was very soundly conceived. But Government has 
paid no heed to the representations of even its own officials. 

In his recent Police Resolution Sir Charles Elliott has borne testimony to 
the efficiency of the village chaukidar, but he has already driven that chaukidar 
out of existence and put a constable in his place. What does this mean ? 

The writer lacks the intelligence to dive into the meaning of Govern- 
ment’s actions, but he foresees like a seer that the Chaukidari Act will be the 
source of much evil and mischief. This evil and this mischief could have been 
tolerated if this new engine of oppression—the village police—had been main- 
tained at the cost of Government, and not at the cost of the oppressed, half- 
starved villagers themselves. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 26th October, complains that Babu 
—_ Brajendra Kumar Sil, District Judge of Rajshahi, 
a, Ravkehi” Kumar Si, often holds his court till 7 or half-past 7 in 

. | the evening, thus causing great mconvenience to 
parties and witnesses to suits, to pleaders, and to his own amlas, who have 
to travel a distance of three miles at so late an hour in order to come to 
their lodgings within the town. The Judge was requested to close his court 
earlier, but the representation seems to have borne no fruit. Babu Brajendra 
Kumar is a distinguished Judge, and it does not become him thus to incon- 
venience men who have to come to his court on business, and to ruin his own 
health by overwork in the hope of receiving favours from Government. A 
public officer makes himself accountable to God if he ruins his health by working 
harder than he ought to. It may be as well to note here that Babu Brajendra 
Kumar compelled some of his amlas to work during the Durga Puja holidays, 
a thing which even a European Judge has never been heard to do. The hard- 
worked civil court amla should not certainly be grudged a month’s holiday 
on the occasion of the Durga Puja. Several amlas of the Subordinate 
Judge’s and Munsif’s courts in Rajshahi were also made to attend office during 
the holidays. 

7. The Sahachar, of the 26th October, writes as follows :— 

Sir Charles Elliott has attacked the jury system. 
Hitherto murder and other offences have been tried 
by jury, but from 1st November of this year they will be tried with the aid of 
assessors, In making this change, His Honour has made a great concession to 
the people by including offences against the marriage laws among offences 
triable by jury! The writer has been all along saying that a civilian who has 
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served all his life in the North-Western Provinces 1s not fit to be the ruler of 
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Bengal. Sir Charles Elliott is conducting himself in such @ way that before he 
leaves the country he will oblige people to think better of Sir George Campbell 
than of himself. Sir Charles has up to this time done nothing really good. Let 
one turn one’s eyes in whatever direction he may, he will see oniy a narrow 
cast-iron system in everything—education, municipality, the chaukidari system, 
jury trial, administration of criminal justice, &c. 
FITAVADI, 8. The Hitavadi, of the 27th October, objects to the appointment of 
Oct, 27th, 1892. an English officer to officiate for Justice Syud 
Mahmud, of the Allahabad High Court, and is clad 
that the pleaders of that court are about to protest 
acainst that action of Gove nment. 
BANGAVASI, 9, Referring to the curtailment of the jury system, the Bangavasi, of the 
Oct, 29th, 1892. 29th October, says that Heaven alone knows 
The curtailment of the jury whether the growing desire of the authorities to 
system. ‘ : , : : 
rule with aniron hand will be productive of rood 
or evil to the ruled. The people of India know that they are a subject-people, 
and that it is their lot to suffer. And suffer they will to the last. 
eee 10. Referring to the appointment of a European Judge to officiate for 
| Mr. Mahmud in the Allahabad High Court, the 
The Allahabad Judgeship. ) 


same paper says that it is owing purely to the 
favour of the Sovercign that the natives receive such high appointments in the 
public service. The Sovereign was pleased to confer the appointment on a 
native, and a native got it. The Sovereign is now pleased to refuse the appoint- 
ment to the natives, and the natives must have it no longer. Those mistaken 
Babus who raise the question of right in this connection ought to take a lesson 
from the present action of Government, and their taking the lesson will be 
a great gain to the country. But there 1s little hope that they will. 
DainikK-o-SaMacHarn The curtailment of the jury Il, The Dainik-o-Samdehdr Chandrika, of the 
CHANDIKA, system, 30th October, has the following on the abolition of 
Get, seth, 12 Jury trial in certain cases :— 

In exercise of the powers conferred upon him by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, the Lieutenant-Governor has abolished jury trial in cases relating 
to the following offenees—Offences against the public tranquility, such as 
riots, affrays, &c.; offences affecting the human body, with the exception of 
kidnapping, abduction, buying and selling a minor for purposes of prostitution 
and rape; and offences relating to documents and trade and property marks. 
Government could not send to jail all those who were placed on trial for their 
alleged complicity in the Shambazar riot on account of their having been 
tried by jury, and Government has now therefore abolished jury trial in offences 
against the public tranquility. Such cases will henceforward he tried by 
Judges, in consultation with assessors, whose views it will be open to the Judges 
to accept or reject. It is true that there is provision in the law for moving 
the High Court against the sentences which are passed by the Judges. But 
few people can afford to move the High Court. Government will therefore 
now be able to send hundreds of people to jail at once. What Government 
wants in such cases is to terrify the people by inflicting exemplary punishments, 
no matter whether those upon whom such punishments are inflicted are guilty 
or innocent. The present policy of Government is to increase the rigour of 
the administration, and to keep the people in check. 

Again, among offences affecting the human body, jury trial will hence- 
forward be allowed in eases of abduction, rape, &c., offences, that is, that are 
not quite serious in the eyes of Christians, though most serious in the eyes of 
Hindus and Mussulmans. But jury trial will not be allowed in other offences 
affecting the human body, such as murder, &c., nor in offences relating to 
documents and to trade or property marks. Those who object to jury trial in 
this country object to it on the ground that native jurors imtentionally acquit 
many guilty persons. It is therefore clear from Government’s action in this 
matter, that Government will not be very sorry if people guilty of rape and 
abduction are let off, and that what it docs not quite like to see is that human 
lives should be spared. .. 

That the jury system would be knocked on the head we foresaw as early 
as 1885, when Sir Rivers Thompson began to find fault with it im Reports and 
Resolutions It has been elear all this time that a change in the jury-law has 


The officiating appointment in 
the Allahabad High Court. 
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been in contemplation. Not liking to give the public an opportunity for agita- 
tion, the Lieutenant-Governor has made use of the powers given to him in the 
Code of Criminal Procedure to curtail the jury system, and it is certain that the 
other Provincial Governors will follow Sir Charles’s example. 

But the Lieutenant-Governor has not done well by silently dealing a blow 
to the jury system, In English, the word fyrant means a ruler who takes action 
without consulting public opinion in matters so serious as this. We do not 
like to call any English Governor a tyrant. But truth compels us to say that 
Sir Charles Elliott has not acted well in this matter. 

There must have been a great deal of correspondence on this subject. 
The Viceroy, the High Court Judges, and the Sessions Judges must have been 
consulted. But the making by Sir Charles Elliott, by one stroke of his pen, of 
such a revolution as this in the jury system, and without laying before the 

ublic the views which judicial officers have recorded on the subject, is a thing 
that will hardly be intelligible to the English public. But Sir Charles Elliott 
has outdone the Czar in all matters; and as regards Lord Lansdowne, his only 
business in India seems to be to sanction everything that is proposed to him. 
But has Sir Alexander Miller, though not yet quite a year old in the country, 
become such a pucka Anglo-Indian, that he has assented to this curtailment of 
the jury system in Bengal ? 

Could Sir Charles Klhott have silently effected this change if it had 
affected the Anglo-Indians too? Itis clear from Government’s action in this 
matter that it hardly regards the people of this country as men; that it is not 
afraid of the people’s agitation, and that it can punish agitators in more ways 
than one. We see all this, but it should not therefore be thought that we are 
surprised to see Sir Charles Elliott out-Czaring the Czar. 

We must find fault with Sir Charles Elliott for his action in this matter, as 
well as with Lord Lansdowne for his sanctioning it. A protest should be made 
by the people of this country. It is certain that the Press will unanimously 
protest. ‘I'he Congress and gi Alfred Lyall demand an extension of the jury 
system. But here is the jury system knocked on the head. Every one should 
know that our future is gloomy. But have we not even the right to cry ? 

12. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 2nd November, says that the cat has at last 
been let out of the bag. It is clear now that 
Sir Charles Elliott is anxious to rob his Bengali 
subjects of all their privileges. ‘lhe British Government seems to think that 
there was no jury trial, or any system like it, inthis country before the establish- 
ment of British rule. But every man knowing the history of India previous to 
that rule will admit that this belief of the British Government is wholly 
erroneous. For what, after all, was the panchayat system but a form of Jury 
trial? Did not the village panchayat possess the power of disposing of 
village disputes, without involving the parties in costs, and of punishing 
crimes committed in the village? And not even the Muhammadan rulers 
of India deprived the Hindus of their panchayat. But, under Sir Charles 
Elliott’s régime, the Bengalis have been deprived not only of this privilege of 
being tried by their peers, but also of the privilege of managing the village 
watch, and it is also proposed to deprive them of local self-government in 
matters municipal. The Bengalis are always anxious to obtain from their 
rulers what will conduce to their comfort and happiness. In some cases, they 
have had hopes held out to them that their wishes would be granted, and 
m some cases, they have actually obtained the privileges for which they have 
longed. And Sir Charles Elliott will not probably undeistand what a shock it 
will be to them to be deprived of even the privileges which they have already 
cnjoyed. For what offence of theirshas this heavy punishment been inflicted 
on the Bengalis—a punishment, the gravity of which is shown by the considera- 
tion that the jury system has been in vogue in this province for the last 30 
years, and has been swept away at one stroke of the pen, the public not being 
made acquainted with even so much as the reason of the action 7 a is said by 
many people that the Liecutenant-Governor’s dissatisfaction with the issues of 
the Shambazar riot case and the Dacea bribery case is the reason cf the 
abolition of the jury system. And the Lieutenant-Governor, it 18 well known, 
took the judiciary to task in his Police Resolution for what His Honour con- 
sidered a failure of justice in those two cases, But if that is the reason of the 
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Nov. 2nd, 1892. 
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abolition of the jury system, then must it be said that His Honour has followed 
a very short-sighted policy. That the two cases ended as they did is not 
because the Judges or the jurors failed to do their respective duties, but because 
the police did not do their work well and failed to catch the real culprits. And 
supposing the police did their work properly, how could the jurors be held to 
have gone wrong, when it is seen that the Judge agreed with their verdict in the 
one case as in the other? And English prestige in India, it is certain, would not 
have been heightened by the Judges throwing into prison every person who 
was brought before them for trial, whether guilty or not, 

It is time that the Lieutenant-Governor should cease meddling with the 
administration of justice, and taking Judges or jurors to task for regults of 
cases which do not give him satisfaction. 
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‘ i Trial by jury has been abolished in those cases, among others, in which 

Pi Government itsclf is prosecutor, and in which it is absolutely necessary that the 

os Judge should take the advice of jurors or assessors in coming to a correct decision. 

Pu Are not all Judges servants of Government, and will Sir Charles guarantee that 

ae Indian Judges are above ordinary human failings, though the writer is far 
a ‘y from impeaching their honesty or uprightness ? | 

Bui (c)—Jails. 
+ en 13. <A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 29th October, gives the 
Get goth, 1492, | , " following account of the treatment of prisoners in 
ene to in the Diamond Har- the jail in the Diamond Harbour subdivision :— 


In the jail, caste-distinctions are not observed ; 
the prisoners are not allowed to follow the practices of their community; they 
are unnecessarily beaten by the warders ; even high-class Hindus are kicked b 
jail officers of inferior castes, or even of other religious persuasions ; and the 
prisoners, though male to work very hard and under rigorous conditions, 
get only a daily food allowance of half a seer of rice and half.aseer of dal—food, 
which is much too insufficient for many of them. 

The correspondent says that he has received these reports from some 
released convicts. 
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(e)—Loeal Self-Government and Municipal administration. 
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bop was Sangivant, 14. Tho Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 25th October, says that Babu Gopendra 
Get wath, 1802, Chandra Mitra, and Babu Asutosh Mukharyji, the 


. Md iy pe ig Sse gg the Burdwan @x-Viee-Chairman and. present Vice-Chairman, re- 
5 Ne Pi Ce &: LCG é Ae . 
by spectively, of the Burdwan Sadar Loeal Board, who 
ie have failed to be returned at the last election of the Board, ought to be 
e nominated members by Government. 
f ( f)\— Questions affecting the land. 
: ~\WACHAR 15. The Sahachar of the 26th October, writes as follows:— 
. wot. 2th, 1N2 In Assam Government is doubling the rate of 
+x , cy rath; me . wee e ° 
? tpt anes n of the Assam the land-revenue, and annual ¢hieca pattas will now 


of the people for hundreds of years. This has alarmed the Assamese, and they 
are protesting against this action of Government. The present is a bad year, and 
as the population of Assam is sma'l, Government should, instead of increasing 
the rate of assessment, try to attract more people to the valley by settling the 
land-revenneatalower rate But, then, there are constant wars on the frontiers, 
and Timense sums of money are being spent on forts and unprofitable railways, 
wut money mast therefore be raisod by ay means. There would ha e been some 
hope of obtumnre redress, if, instead of being an officer appointed for five years, 
the Chiot Coaun'ssioner of Assam had been a son of the Maharani. The tongue 
of the poople of this country s fre, an d let meetings be therefore held, and 
protests nade. But in’ a case of this kind, when the question is one conccrn- 
ing the revenue of Government, protests will be of no avail. Such, at any 


rite, is the hehefofthe people, and who is there to consider whether or not such 
a belief should be allowed to exist ? 


be given for lands which have been in the possession 
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16. The Sanjivani, of the 29th October, says that rules for the reassess- 


7 ment of the land revenue in Assam were published 
ea eee in the Assam Gazette, of the 8th October last, and 
the public have been invited to express their views in regard to them within 
a month’s time. But it will be impossible for the whole province to send its 
opinion to the Chief Commissioner within so short a time; at least three months’ 
time should have been given. 

It is proposed to almost double the land-revenue. The last settlement 
took place in 1368, when the revenue was fixed at double the then existing 
rate, and now after the lapse of only 25 years, it is again going to be doubled, 
thus quadrupling what existed only 25 years ago. The raiyats would not 
have been unwilling to pay double the present revenue, if Government had, 
in the meantime, done its best to improve the capabilities of the soil. But 
having neglected its duty in this particular, Government now wants to increase 
the revenue. Is not this zu/m and oppression? The way in which lands are 
voing to be classified is also very objectionable, and the writer fecls sure that 
much oppression will be committed by the Settlement Officers in the classifica- 
tion of the lands, and that the people will have to resort to underhand means 
in order to avert the pressire. The writer will approve of classification 
only under the three principal heads proposed, omitting all the subclasses. 

Enhancement of the land-revenue in Assam is the more inadvisable, as the 
province is still thinly populated, and much of the land is still lying waste. 
It should be the object of Government to promote emigration to the province 
by a low land-revenue, and not to discourage it by putting the raiyats under 
heavy burdens. 

The whole province has been alarmed to read the notification in the 
Assam Gazette, and meetings are being held everywhere to protest against 
Mr. Ward’s proposal. Representations against the proposed enhancement will be 
made to Mr. Ward, but the writer feels doubtful about their success. Mr. Ward 


is not a friend of the cooly, and it remains to be seen whether he is a friend of 
the raiyat. 


(h)— General. 


17. The Burdwdén Sanjivani of the 25th October, has the following on the 
. Lieutenant-Governor’s F'amine Resolution :— 
The last Famine Resolution. 


It is clear from the Resolution that the men 
who will not be able to dig, or who will refuse to take their food at hotels, and 


the women who do not know any kind of art, will receive no help from 
Government. The people of the country should therefore make special efforts 
to relieve the distress of this class of men and women. It is only the lower 
Classes of people who will go to work at the Government relief works and 
manage to live on half-rations with their scanty earnings. The higher classes 
of people will on no account consent to visit these relief works and 
charitable people should therefore spend moncy freely for them. The writer 
will make no comments on the Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution. 

18. The Sahachar, of the 26th October, has the following in the course of 
an article entitled ‘ Oppression ’:— 

How glad and grateful the people of this 
country feel if those who are entrusted with power 
over them only conduct themselves with a little tact, is proved by the writings 
in the native press. Before Mr. Phillips went to Mymensingh he had exas- 
perated the people of the several districts to which he had been posted, ant 
yet, when he spoke a few kind words to the people of Mymensingh, the latter 
showed their readiness to forget all his past misdeeds. Of all people in the 
World the Indians are the most forgiving and the easiest to please. But the 
vrget no injury that is done to their religion or family prestige. When the 
british rule was not yet fully established even in Bengal, one of the Company’s 
Oflicers warned his countrymen against interfering with the religion of the 
people of India. Major Steuart saw with the characteristic good sense of a 
Scotchman, that while Europeans look upon worldly happiness as the summuin 
onum of life, even the Indian coolie is guided in his acts by thoughts for the 
world to come. The East India Company, and after them the ministers, both 
iberal and conservative, of the Maharani, abstained from interfering with the 
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religion of the Indians. The Maharani has made a promise before God and 
the world not to interfere with the Indian’s religion. But the writer Observeg 
with sorrow that since Lord Lansdowne’s arrival in this country, the religious 
olicy of the Government of the North-Western Provinces, if not of the 
Buprome Government, has undergone a change. Under Sir Auckland Colvin 
the religious feelings of the Hindus have been and are still being wounded in 
many instances. According to the Hindu Patriot, since the appointment 
of the Hurdwar Commission, grave oppression is being committed on the 
Hindus. Ina boarding-house where there are both Hindu and Musgulman 
students, the latter cooked beef near the cook-room of the former. The Hindy 
students objected, but the European manager of the boarding-house punished 
them instead of punishing the Muhammadans. Cows are now being slaughtered 
in places where they were never slaughtered before, in order that Hindu 
fecling may be wounded. Respectable Mussulmans, of course, know the 
meaning of such things and do not encourage them. But the case is otherwise 
with low class Muhammadans, who are doing these things under encourage. 
ment from local officials. In point of fact, never since the establishment of 
British rule in this country were the Hindus so oppressed as now. The 
Hindu Patriot has asked—lIf all this be true, what does it mean? And the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikad has given the question an indirect answer. Sir Auckland 
Colvin has recently written to the Government of India, pointing out the 
desirability of its passing a law empowering Provincial Governments to close 
religious fairs on sanitary grounds. If Lord Northbrook or Lord Dufferin, 
not to speak of Lord Ripon, had now been Governor-General of India, Sir 
Auckland’s proposal would have been at once rejected. But India is now under 
a-Governor-Gencral of whom the only good thing that can be said is that he 
is personally a good man. Lord Lansdowne is sick in body and weak in mind, 
and is for India what Sir Rivers Thompson was for Bengal. In England he 
enjoys a great reputation for ability, and the clever correspondent of the 
Times newspaper is his staunch supporter. And although His Excellency has 
at last been deserted by the Anglo-Indian press, he is still regarded by the 
English public as an able ruler. According to the Times newspaper His 
Excellency has a will of his own. But this will is, after all, of too subtle a 
character to be perceptible to ordinary sense, in the same way as they say in 
Bengali of the dull-witted boy that his intellect 1s so subtle as to be impercept- 
ible. Everything is possible under such a ruler. Lord Lansdowne does not 
know the history of this country, and he secs and hears through the eyes and 
ears of his officials. A ‘gentle’ Governor-General means a worthless Governor- 
General. ‘lhe writer does not like to make any golmdl on the score of religion, 
but when he sees with his own eyes the harm which is being done to his co- 
religionists, he thinks that he would be wanting in his duty to his father-land 
if he did not protest against it. Sir Auckland Colvin does not like the Hindus, 
and the very name of the Congress sends him into fits of anger. And it 1s 
his antipathy to the Hindus and the Congress that led to the dispersion of the 
Ifurdwar fair and the subsequent oppression of the Hindus, the question of 
sanitation having been only a pretext. Is there any country in the world where 
fairs are not held? Is it not also a fact that fairs are sometimes held with 
Government’s approbation? Would Sir Auckland Colvin have dared to make 
in connection with the Sonepore fair any proposal resembling that which he 
has made to the Government of India in connection with religious fairs ? 
Dispersing a fair and preventing people from attending it are not the proper 
means of furthering the cause of sanitation. Let fairs be held and let such 
steps be taken as will prevent the outbreak of infectious diseases in their midst. 
Does this short-sighted ruler, wedded to old-fashoned notions, know that fairs 
favour the cause of trade as well as of religion? He should know that he 
‘annot do in this land of the Aryyas what he was able to do in Egypt. How 
long does he hope to keep the ignorant Mussalmans deluded? No educated 
Mussulman can help joming the Congress. Is there an educated Mussulman 
that will consent to see all power and all lucrative posts under GoverD- 
ment monopolized for ever by foreigners? Sooner or later the Mussalmans 
will awake to a sense of the situation. They are certainly not so foolish a8 
not to he able to understand that they themselves nay, one day, be treated 
in the same way as the Ilindus are being treated now.. That educated Hindu 
or Mussalman does not deserve the title of Arvya, who cannot see through the 


( 


policy of Sir Auckland Colvin, a policy, which aims at creating a misunderstand- 
ing between Hindus and Mussulmans, and thus making the oppression of both 
Hindus and Mussulmans easy. But what is to be done in the meantime? The 
people should once, at least for form’s sake, go up to Lord Lansdowne, and it is 
hoped that Mussulmans will make common cause with the Hindus in this 
effort to save their religion. For have not the Mussulmans fairs of their own 
like the Hindus? Do not Hindu and Mussulman traders go to all fairs, Hindu 
or Mussulman? This being the case, it is very improper thatthe holding of 
fairs should be a thing dependent on the favour of a provincial ruler. This 
ought not to be permitted in the name of the liberties of the people. Lord 
Lansdowne will, as has always been His Excellency’s practice, approve of Sir 
Auckland’s proposal. Sir Auckland wants to justify, by means of an enact- 
ment, the oppression which was committed in Hurdwar. ‘The present Governor- 
General of India will pay no heed to the protests of the people. The Anglo- 
Indian newspapers blame the people of this country for laying their grievances 
before England at every step. That the Indians do so is because the Anglo- 
Indian press renders them no help in the matter of removing their grievances, 
and they have therefore no alternative but to appeal to England. Have 
the Anglo-Indian newspapers uttered a word of protest against the present acts 
of oppression? No, the Puoneer has, on the contrary, justified these acts in its 
columns. The matter ought to be brought before Parliament, and the Indians 
now living in London ought to interview Lord Kimberly. The writer 
asks the leaders of his country to act in this matter carefully and with 
judgment. 

19. The Hitavddi, of the 27th October, says that the English Government 
makes laws in every matter, bethe matter one for 
display of kindness or one demanding an exercise 
of severity. There is a famine code of the Government, and that code 
has been thrice amended within the last few months. The latest amendinent 
has been published in the Culeutta Gazette of the 12th October last, and in this 
Government has shown not so much a spirit of kindness as a jealous care to 
prevent being cheated. No provision has been made for the reiief of respect- 
able people who may be in distress. 

20. ‘The same paper says that Government’s object in selling quinine in 
the villages is good, but it should sell the drug 
without interfering with private trade in it. 

ee eek ee ek ae 21. The Sulabh Duinik, of the 27th October, 
native press. has the following :— 

Sir Charles Elliott is always anxious to rule his 
subjects in a spirit of affection, and to enable them to live in happiness and 
contentment. But it is strange that His Honour should make it a point not to 
punish offenders whose offences are talked about in the native papers. Only 
a very small proportion of the injustice and oppression that 1s committed on 
the people finds publicity in the newspapers, and ought His Honour to be 
displeased for this ? Is it not one of the duties of the press to bring to the 
notice of the authorities every oppression that is committed in the country ? 

The newspaper is a new thing in India, and the Indian pross is only an 
imitation of the English press. In England the authorities always take care to 
enquire into any wrong-doing that is reported in the newspapers, and the 
writer fails to see why the case should be different here. 

It, is no wonder that the officers of Government in general should be angry 
with the native press which often exposes their misdoings. But does it belove 
the Lieutenant-Governor himself to resent the outspokenness of the native press 
in regard to any offending official ? The Indians are accustomed to look upon 
their sovereign as a god, and they are shocked to see their sovereign act like 
one that is made of no better stuff than ordinary human flesh and_ blood. 
When any official is charged by any newspaper with some wrong doing, why 
does the € ecko acalaie at once assume that the newspaper has written 
afalsehood ? Ought he not to make inquiries when a charge 1s brought against 
an official ? The ruler, who has the good of his subjects at heart, never thinks 
that newspaper editors are all liars and his own officials are all immaculate. 

22. The Darussaltanat a: d Urdu Guide, of the 23th October, says that a gold 
cy: currency and a curtailment of the military expen 

She financial dificulty. diture will effectually help the Government of 
India out of its present financial difficulty. 
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The last famine circular. 
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23. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 29th October, writ; 
Mathurapur in the Dinajpur district, compl 
the postal authorities have not listened to 

prayers for the establishment of a post-office in the 
village, where it is greatly needed, and says that even a letter-box will greatly 
diminish the inconvenience of the villagers. 

24, The Dainik-o-Sdmachar Chanarika, of the 1st November, has an article 

headed ‘the administration of Bengal’ in the course 
of which the following remarks are made :— 

The chaukidari law has been changed, and al] 
village chaukidars have been given the right to oppress the villagers. The 
power of arrest has also been given to the chaukidars. The panchayets will 
now exist only for assessing the chaukidari tax. Village chaukidars have now 
become Government’s khas watchmen, followers. of the khas police, and its 
supporters in acts of oppression. ‘The real duty of the police of a country is to 
punish the wicked and to protect the well-behaved—a duty, which the police try 
to do—except in this country where its chief duty is to overawe the people. 
Here the police is more expert in oppressing the well-behaved than in keeping 
the wicked under check. And, judging from the action of Government in this 
respect, the writer cannot say that it does not encourage the police in commit- 
ting oppression on the well-behaved. The new powers which have been 
conferred on the chaukidars will be exercised to the prejudice not of the 
wicked but of the well-behaved. It seems as if the object of the present 
policy of Government is to overawe the people ; and that is why, as the peoplés 
cry for new rights is becoming louder, Government is, asif in spite, drawing the 
reins of administration tighter every day. In this respect all provincial 
Governors hold nearly the same views, but Sir Charles Elliott has outdone all 
the rest. He has resolved, as it were, to outdo the Czar of Russia in the 
rigour of his administration. Lord Lansdowne, who is now Viceroy of India, 
is himself a partial lover of absolute rule, and acting under the advice of his 
councillors, who are all lovers of absolutism, he is encouraging every effort to 
increase the rigour of the administration. His Excellency’s Madrasi Home 
Secretary, Sir Philip Hutchins, is doing his best to curtail popular nights. He 
cares very little for comment and criticism, and when natives of India 
are concerned, can outdo even Philip of Macedon in absolutism. The 
writer apprehends mischief whenever a Madras civilian gets a seat in the 
Viceroy’s Council, The author of the Press Act, Mr. Arbuthnot, was a Madras 
civilian. And the present Home Secretary to the Viceroy, also a Madras 
civilian, rules in the Viceregal Council. The lower authorities cannot commit 
oppression, if they are not countenanced by the higher. Thus, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal could not play the Czar, if he did not receive countenance 
from the Government of India, Sir Charles Elliott does as he likes in all 
matters. His Honour seems to be bent on destroying the liberty of the 
native press. And if the idea of a Press Act had not been held in discount by the 
Government at Home, Sir Charles would have, ere long, induced Lord Lansdowne 
to play the part of Lord Lytton, and the task of drafting another Press Act 
would have devolved on Sir Phillip Hutchins. But who does not know that 
Sir Charles has, nevertheless, tried, and is still trying, by indirect means, to curb 
the liberty of the native press? He takes no notice of the criticisms in the 
native press, and thus deprives that press of all real power. India is not England, 
and the Press here cannot, therefore, successfully cope with the authorities. By 
aiming a death-blow at the jury system, Sir Charles has given a clear root 0 
his autocratic disposition, ‘lhe protest of the native press on the subject will 
ro unheeded, for *‘ might is right” seems to be the motto of the present adminis- 
tration. By one stroke of his pen, Sir Charles has set aside a system which has 
been in force since 1862. Andin doing this, he has neither consulted the people 
hor given them an opportunity of discussing the subject. Administrative 2ulm 
of this kind is not possible in any other country. Comparisons are always odious, 
but if the truth isto be told, it must be admitted that even the Mussalman 
Pudiska, would have consulted public opinion before introducing any sue 
change as the Licutenant-Governor has effected by curtailing the jury system. 
Sir Chiarles thinks that, as he has crushed the freedom of the native press, it 
Will not dare to protest against his acts, and so all his acts will be upheld. An 
Sir Charles is not wrong in thinking in this way. Nevertheless, the interests © 
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British rule in India make it imperative on the writers in the native press to 
protest against Sir Charles’s faulty administration, even though they should, by 
so doing, incur grave danger. Suir Charles is evidently a short-sighted ruler, not 
possessing sound statesmanship. He is a quack doctor, and his drugs will 
aggravate instead of curing diseases. It will be very difficult for his suc- 
cessor to repair the mischief he is doing. The writer therefore entertains 
grave apprehensions for the future of his country. 
25. The Sulabh Daimik, of the 38rd November, says that though Mr. Grimley, 
ssiltaned tia Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, is anable officer, he 
has been rebuked by the Lieutenant-Governor for 
nov having performed the prescribed amount of touring last year. It is true 
the Licntenant-Governor 1s always roving about, but what good has the country 
derived from his incessant tours ? Ife has, in spite of these tours, failed to foresee 
the distress that now prevails all over the province. So faras the writer can 
see, the official tours prescribed by Sir Charles Elliott only cause waste of time 
and money. And Mr. Grimley has been rebuked for not discharging a duty 
like this! 
26. The Daintk-o-Samdchar Chandriké, of the 3rd November, says that 
Sir Auckland Colvin has been wroth with the British 
Indian Association, because the Association has 
insisted on an enquiry into the Hurdwar affair and is attempting to have a 
pilgrimage law passed by the Supreme Council, and the Viceroy does not appear 
to be averse to such legislation. But the passing of such a law will prevent the 
Hindus from gathering in any number for the performance of religious 
ceremonies. It is clear that a sudden change has come over the spirit of the 
Indian administration, and everybody is alarmed to see this. Will any one 
explain the reason of the change ? 


The spirit cf the administration. 


III.—LEGIsvaTIveE. 
27. The Sanjivdni, of the 29th October, says that, Mr. Ward, Chief Com- 


missioner of Assam, ought to know that the coolies 
| working on the tea gardens are no less his subjects 
than the tea-planters whom they serve. Unfortunately, Mr. Ward scems to be 
better disposed towards the latter than towards the former, or he would not 
endeavour to frustrate the attempts of the Supreme Government to ameliorate 
the condition of the coolies. Mr. Ward has thought fit to dissent from all those 
proposals of the Government of India relating to cooly legislation to which the 
tea planters have taken exception. Has Mr. Ward acted impartially in con- 
sulting the tea-planters and not consulting the coolies in regard to these 
proposals ? 

The writer did not know before that Mr. Ward was so much under the 
influence of the tea planters. Mr. Ward had never any objection to make 
against the laws which have been enacted with the view of making the cooly a 
slave of the tea planter. But as soon as a proposal is made to protect the cooly 
from the tea planter’s oppression, Mr. Ward comes forward and says that the 
coolies are not so unprotected as to require leglislative protection. Mr. Ward 
has opposed the proposal of the Government of India to make the tea planter 
responsible for the health of all his coolies, whether bound by agreement 
under Act I of 1882, or recruited under Act XIII of 1859. He would not 
make the planters responsible for the health of coolies brought to the gardens 
under the latter Act, because no provision making them so responsible 
is made in the Act itself. But Mr. Ward should know that it is the duty of the 
Government to see to the health of coolies or labourers wherever they congre- 
gate in large numbers. Mr. Ward’s argument that it is the interest of the 
tea planters to look to the health of their coolies is worth nothing, and no 
one not over head and ears in love with the tea-planters could talk such 
delirium. Does Mr. Ward really mean to say that the tea ere would have, 
of their own motion and accord, provided for the health of their coolies if 
Act I of 1882 had not compelled them todo so? And is it not a fact that in 
spite of that Act, there are many tea gardens where the requisite medicines 
are not kept, and where the death-rate 1s exceedingly high? If the coolies 
were left entirely at the mercy of the planters, every garden would become the 
veriest den of Pluto. 3 


The proposed cooly legislation. 
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Considering the altered circumstances of the province, its improvement in 
communications and police administration, the writer would suggest to the 
Government of India to take away from the planters their power of arresting 
coolies, because the exercise of that power leads to much oppression. 

Under Sir Dennis Fitz-Patrick, every garden in which the death-rate ex. 
ceeded 7 per cent. used to be classed as an unhealthy garden. But Mr. Ward has 
ruled that, in counting the death-rate in a garden, with a view to its classification 
in the health list, the number of deaths among coolies brought to the garden 
under Act XIII of 1859 should be left out of account. So, according to 
Mr. Ward, a garden will not be classed as unhealthy, though hundreds of coolies 
may die in it, provided all these deaths occur among coolies who have been 
brought under Act XIII. The writer has been sadly disappointed in 
Mr. Ward. 

28. The Duinik-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 31st October, asks whether 
Mr. Lee will be taken into the Bengal Legislative 
Council solely for the purpose of having.a represent- 
ative of the Calcutta Municipality in the Provincial 
Legislature, or because Sir Charles Elliott, who intends to make the Calcutta 
Municipal Act more rigorous, wants the Chairman’s help in carrying out his 
object, Sir Henry Harrison has forged that knife—the Municipal Act—and 
Mr. Lee will probably sit in the Council to whet it. 


Mr. Lee in the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council. 


V.—DPROSPECTS OF THE CRorps AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE 
29. The HMitavadi, of the 27th October, has 


the following :-— 

The reports of scarcity of food and water which are_ being 
daily received from various places are of a very disquieting nature. The 
condition of the crops is deplorable in the extreme. In many places 
the outturn will be less than 8 annas. There can, therefore, be no doubt that 
the outlook will become more and more appalling every day. In many 
wees in Bengal, thousands of people are starving, or eating leaves of trees, or 

iving on half meals. The condition of the people of Diamond Harbour, 
Netrakona, Khulna, Habiganj, Burdwan, Bankura, and other places is heart- 
rending. The aus crop has totally failed in these places. Drought and 
inundation have destroyed the crops in many places. ‘The agriculturists have 
pawned their houschold utensils, sold their cattle, but are yet unable to make 
two ends mect. It is a matter of wonder with what indifference the 
authoritics take these reports of distress. In many places, though the 
distress has been brought to the notice of the Huzoors, they have not thought it 
necessary to relieve it. Will the Huzoors wake up after the country has been 
depopulated ? Sir Charles Elliott is asked to give his attention to the matter 
without delay. It will not do to remain content with framing a heartless 
Famine Code. The time for more inaction is past. Horrifying scenes are 
being enacted everywhere, and people are committing suicide in sheer hunger. 
Children are forsaking their mothers; mothers with babies in their arms are 
crying for food and cannot procure even handfuls of rice by begging. The 
blind and the sick cannot get even one meal in two or three days. Some have 
fallen ill through starvation, and are unable to beg for their daily bread. It 18 
not easy to see why subdivisional officers are refusing to help the prone: Is it 
because they make no inquiry themselves, or because the inquiry which they 
make is of the Huzoori nature? The difference between a real inquiry and @ 
Huzoori inquiry is as great as the difference between heaven and _ hell. 
Huzoori inquiries will not do now. Inquiries should be made now, not by the 
officials, flatterers of the Ghatiram type, who are always anxious to please their 
masters by suppressing all reports of distress, but by men who really sympathize 
with the people in their distress, and are able and willing to sacrifice their own 
interest for the sake of the distressed. It is the first duty of Government to 
try to save the lives of the people in this distress. 

The accounts of distress which have appeared in other papers are then 
given in support of the statements made above. Reports of ait in 
other Indian provinces are next given, and the following remarks are m 

It is clear from these reports that famine will gradually appear all over 
India. : 


The distress. 


° we 
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The V iceroy is, therefore, earnestly entreated to be on thealert. Bengal is 
on the way to ruin, for Sir Charles is indifferent in the matter of relieving 
distress. ‘There is time yet, and His Honour should move to save the lives of 
the people. 


30. <A correspondent of the same paper writing from Chetna, in the Ghatal 
subdivision of the Midnapur district, says that cultiva- 
tion is at a standstill at that place, owing to want of 
rainfalland floods in the Kansai. The Collector and 
the Engineer have rejected the people’s prayer for leading canal water to fields 
for irrigation purposes. The local people have collected money for a pucka 
culvert, and it remains to be seen whether Government will sanction its 
construction. If the cultivators do not soon obtain a supply of water they will 
be ruined. fice is selling at 10 or 12 seers per rupee. 


31. Another correspondent of the same paper writing from Bag Anchra, 
in the Santipur subdivision of the Nadia district, says 
that scarcity of water will soon be keenly felt at 
that place, and that there is no hope of the aman 


Drought at. Chetna in the 
Ghatil subdivision 


Distress at Bag Anchrain the 
Santipur subdivision. 


crop for want of rainfall. 


32. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 28th October, says that Gov- 
ernment’s conduct, during the last year’s distress in 
Bengal makes one despair of any help from that 
quarter during the present famine in the Mymensingh district. Whatever may 


be done to alleviate the present distress, nothing but a check on the export trade 
will save the people from utter ruin. 


33. The Bangavdst, of the 29th October, says that, in view of the prevail- 
Ing distress, most people are anxious to learn the 
Government's reports of dis- tyre condition of the country. If the authorities 
ress. ° ° . : 
were so minded, they could give the required inform- 
ation in the weekly reports of crops, &c., which are published in the Calcutta 
Gazette. But, unfortunately, the official reports are seldom found to give the 
real facts. ‘The writer cannot say to whose fault this 1s owing. Sir Charles 
Elliott is a lover of truth, and he ought, therefore, to see that correct informa- 
tion regarding the distress is published in the Calcutta Gazette, if for no other 
purpose, at least with a view of removing all popular misconceptions on the 
subject. 

: 34, ‘The same paper says that the people of Bengal will have to suffer 
this year from great scarcity of water. Most tanks 
in the %24-Parganas, Hooghly, Burdwan, and 
Bankura districts are only partially filled with rain water, while the reservoirs 
from which fields are watered are still completely dry. Not to go so far as 
the months of Chaitra and Baisakh next, people will have to suffer from 
scarcity of water only a month hence. ‘The Belvedere Conference ended, as it 
was expected to end, in a fiasco, and people have begun to suffer from water 
scarcity although the rainy season is not yet fairly over; When will gracious 
Heaven put into the minds of the rulers of India an inclination to look to the 
real wants of their subjects? 


35. ‘The same paper says that, while Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Mymen- 
singh, is eollecting subscriptions for relieving dis- 
a covernment and the prevailing tyessin the Netrokona and Kishoreganj subdivisions 
of the Mymensingh district, the Calcutta Gazelte, of 
tho 26th October last, is reporting that, the “ prospect of winter rice at Kishoreganj 
Is very good and at Netrokona is good.” Now, this report must have been 
supplied by Mr. Phillips himself, and if it be correct, the distress prevailing in 
those two subdivisions may be expected to disappear within a month at the utmost. 
And if a full crop fails to remove the distress, then the authorities should tell the 
pubhe plainly what will, or the public will be at a loss to reconcile Mr. Phillips’ 
report with his action in collecting subscriptions for the relief of distress. 
‘Then, as regards scarcity in the Midnapur and the 24-Parganas districts, 
M r. Power, Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, has, in a manner admitted 
its prevalence within the Danton thana, under the Sadar subdivision of the 
Midnapur district, where relief works have already been opened, But the rate 
at which wages are being given there is too low to procure tle labourer one 


The dis:ress in Mymensingh. 
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full meal a day. Scarcity also prevails in Majilpur and J: or in the 
24-Parganas, but the Magistrate of the district has hitherto paid little attention 
to it, although the situation has been clearly pointed out to him He has not 
thought fit even to give any reason for his indifference. ‘The big people of 
these two places are, however, doing their best to relieve the distressed. No 
reassuring reports of relief works have yet reached the writer from Bankura, 
where, too, people are suffering from scarcity. 


86. The same paper has received the following reports of distress :— 


(1) Mice is selling at Kendua, in the Mymen- 
singh district, at Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-8 per maund, and 
the rice-dealers are cheating the people by the use of short weights. Almost 
three-fourths of the population of each village are getting one rice meal in one, 
two, or even three days, and are eating largely of boiled arum plants. All 
houschold utensils have been already sold, and the people have been driven to 
the last stage of despair. There is no one who can even lend money to the 
poor, and it is difficult to say how they will manage to live till the harvest is 
gathered a month hence. Babu Kisori Mohan Rai, Durgadas Rai, and 
Chandrakanta Rai, zamindars of Kasipur, are, however, doing their best to re- 
lieve distress by remitting rents and distributing money and rice. The author- 
and the rich people ought to come forward at once to relieve the 

istress. 

(2) The standing crops in Chandpur, in the Dacca district, are withering 
for want of rain. People are suffering from intense scarcity. More than three- 
fourths of the population are literally starving, or living on insufficient meals. 

(3) Rice is selling at 5 to 53 katahs per rupee in Kalphari, in the Jahdana- 
bad subdivision of the Hooghly district. ‘The poor people are suffering in- 
tenscly. Want of rain is seriously interfering with the prospects of the crops. 

(4) There is every probability of a famine this year in the village of 
Macha, in the Manbhum district. Rice is already selling at eight seers per 
rupee. The rains are nearly over, but the water reservoirs are already dry. Most 
probably the people of these parts will also have to suffer from water-scarcity 
in the current year. 

(5) Owing to want of rain, not more than a four-anna crop is expected 
at Piljana, in the Khulna district. ‘There is no import of rice into the village, 
and most people are therefore starving. Paddy is selling at twenty seers per 
rupee, and rice at Rs. 4-8 per maund. 

(6) Intense scarcity prevails at Raghunathpur, in the Contai subdivision 
of the Midnapur district. The authorities are requested to enquire at once, 
with a view of supplying relief, the following points receiving special atten- 
tion :— 


Reports of distress. 


(a) How many members has cach man to maintain ? 

(6) How manv members of a family are able to work ? 

(¢) How much land was cultivated by each cultivator, and what yield 

is expected ? 

(d; Has the cultivator any other source of livelihood than cultivation ? 

(ec) What will prevent export of corn? 

(7) What amount of takavi should be advanced to each raiyat through 
the medium of the zamindar o the mahajan ? 

(vy) What sort of relief work is likely to do most benefit to the distresse 
people in a particular locality ? 

(4) What amount of relief, if any, should be granted in particular cases 

from the Famine Fund? 


(7) Intense scarcity prevails in the Kdmddé pargana of the Balasore 
district. ‘There was no full crop in the place during the last four years, owing 
partly to drought and partly to excessive rainfall. This year the winter crop 
is completely withered for want of rain. There was a good aus crop, but 
thanks to the free-trade policy of Government, and the East Coast Canal, the 
district has been drained of nearly the whole crop. Raja Baikuntha Nath 
De of Balasore, and Babu Kailash Chandra Rai, Zamindar of Dehurda, are 


distributing rice among the starving population. Many people have already 
died of starvation. 


: 4 


pistress in the 24-Parganas 37. The Saajvani, of the 29th October, has 
district. the following about scarcity in the 24-Parganas 
district :— 


Severe scarcity has begun to be felt insome villages in the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision of the 24-Parganas district, as well as in many villages in the Jaya-, 
nagar and Baruipur thanas in the Sadar subdivision of that district. ‘The 
following is a list of the names of the distressed persons in certain villages, 
furnished by a representative of the paper who went to observe the relief opera- 
tions that are being conducted by certain friends of the Editor. 

At Goherpur there are nine distressed families consisting of 37 persons, of 
whom 10 are capable. At Buroshat there are eight distressed families, consist- 
ing of 40 members, of whom 11 are capable. AtChampatala tiere are 10 dis- 
tressed families, consisting of 51 members, of whom 11 are capable. At Majilpur 
there is one distressed family, consisting of six persons, of whom one is capable. 
At Tulirghata and Nimpit there are 35 distressed families, consisting of 202 
persons, of whom 103 are capable. AtSyamla there are nine distressed families, 
consisting of 47 members, of whom 11 are capable. At Taranagar there are 
eight distressed families, consisting of 33 members, of whom 12 are capable. At 
Chunaripukur there are four distressed families, consisting of 26 members, of 
whom eight are capable. AtChandipur there are 19 distressed families, consisting 
of 80 members, of whoin 16 are capable. At Sripur there are nine distressed 
families, consisting of 40 members, of whom seven are capable. At Mayada 
there are 32 distressed families consisting of 117 members, of whom 19 are 
capable. At Kamalpur there are 12 distressed families, consisting of 52 members, 
of whom seven are capable. At Chaknagar there are nine distressed families, 
consisting of 61 members, of whom 10 are capable. At Kalinagar there are six 
distressed families, consisting of +2 members, of whom nine are capable, At 
Thakurclat there are six distressed families, corsisting of 837 members, of whom 
six are capable. At Patpukur there are 26 distressed families, consisting of 105 
members, of whom 25 are capable. At Jantichak there are five distressed families, 
consisting of 21 members, of whom five are capable. At Bakultala there is one 
distressed family, consisting of six members, of whom two are capable. At 
Durgapur there is one distressed family, consisting of five members, of whom 
one is capable. At Nopukur there are six distressed families, consisting of 28 
members, of whom nine are capable. At Haldia there are 21 distressed families, 
consisting of 154 members, of whom 38 are capable. At Kajipur there are five 
distressed families, consisting of 27 members, of whom three are capable. At 
Ranarpur there are 46 distressed families, consisting of 263 members, of whom 
69 are capable. At Uttarpara there are 43 distressed families, consisting of 162 
members, of whom 37 are capable. At Gangapur there are five distressed 
families, consisting of 22 members, of whom four are capable. At Jalabaria 
there are 14 distressed families, consisting of 62 members, of whom 14 are 
capable. At Baishatta there are two distressed families, consisting of seven 
members, of whom one is capable. At Chunaripukur there are 10 distressed 
families, consisting of 88 members, of whom six are capable. At Gardewari there 
are two distressed families, consisting of 12 members, of whom two are capable. 
At Tentulbaria there is one distressed family, consisting of seven members, of 
Whom one is capable. At Dania there is one distressed family, consisting of six 
members, of whom two are capable. There are thus in 31 villages altogether 364 
distressed families, consisting of 1,793 members, of whom 458 are capable. But 
not even these capable members get work to do. Again, in many families there 
is no capable member at all. This list was prepared 10 or 12 days ago, and 
many who were then capable have, perhaps, become incapable by this time by 
reason of starvation or unsubstantial meals. The families mentioned above are 
those that were then ereatly in distress, By this time many other families are 
probably in a similar predicament. 


The letter written to the Secretary to the Jayanagar Relief Committee, b 
the District Engineer of the 24-Parganas, after personal inspection of the afflicted 
places, is of a nature to discourage the hope that succour will be received from 
the Government or the District Board. 


People are living upon vegetables, and are on the point of death from the 
pangs of hunger. An old woman named Saharan Bewa of Patpukur, a girl 
nimed Niti of Haldia, and two girls named, respectively, Chhani and Chhalu of 
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Ranarpur, have died of starvation. And yet neither Government nor the Distric¢ 
Board is prepared to help the people. There could not bea more glaring example 
of the apathy and indifference of the officials. It appears from the Calcutta 
Guzette of the 6th April last that more than Rs. 25,000 collected from the 
— of the 24-Parganas are in the hands of Government as part of the famine 
fund, And yet, though people are dying of starvation, Government refuses to 
spend that money for their relief. Mr. Caine placed Lord Wenlock in an 
awkward position by telling the public that people were dying of starvation in 
Madras. Is there no one to place Sir Charles Elliott and the Magistrate of the 
24-Parganas in an equally awkward position by telling the public that people 
have died of starvation in the 24-Parganas? Is there no one to report these 
deaths to Mr. Caine ? 

‘The Jayanagar Famine Relief Committee is distributing rice to man 
persons. ‘l'hey have established three relief centres—one at Majilpur, another 
at Kille, and a third at Mayada, where the people of the neighbouring places 
obtain rice. The funds at their disposal do not permit them to give the distressed 
enough rice for a full meal. They allow a quarter seer of rice to adults and 
half that quantity to children. ‘Their object is to enable the people to live on 
two months more. But the number of distressed people is increasing so fast 
that they will not probably be able to render help even at this rate for any 
length of time. They cannot, also, for want of men, get accurate information 
about the number of the distressed people in the different villages. They will 
be very thankful for any information that may be given to them by any gentle- 
man on this point, 

Up to this time the Committee has received the following contributions :— 
Rs. 25 from Justice Gurudas Banerji, Rs. 50 from the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, 
Rs 100 from Pandit Girishchandra Vidyaratna, Rs. 20 from Pandit ‘Tarakumar 
Kaviratna, Rs. 5 from a friend who is a foreigner, Rs. 10 from Major Jayakari 
of the Salvation Army, and Rs. 52 and 5 annas from the local public. The 
total ainount of contributions 1s Rs, 262 and 5 annas. 

Besides this, Babu Haridas Datta, zamindar of -Mazilpur, is distributing 
every day three maunds of cooked rice, and Babu Bhupendranath Datta is 
distributing one maund of rice every day. The members of the Salvation Army 
are also visiting people’s houses and distributing rice. 

Diteus um tit Mead 38, ‘The same paper has the following about 
scarcity in Kast Mymensingh:— 

East Mymensingh is a tract favoured of Ceres, and one shudders to see this 
blessed tract aftlicted with famine. Many could not probably at first bring 
themselves to believe that there could be scarcity in that tract. But the people 
of Netrakona, Barhatta, Susanga, Kishoreganj and other places are suffering 
great (distress. ‘Thousands of people cannot get two meals in the day. Many 
cannot afford meals even every other day. Many have been rendered so 
weok by starvation that they cannot go out. Cases of theft and dacoity, as 
well as of desertion of dependents, are being heard of. Scarcity is also being 
felt in the Tulpur and Isvarganj thanas of the Sadar subdivision. 

The last aus crop was suddenly destroyed in Netrakona. The aman crop 
has been destroyed in many places within the jurisdiction of the Barhatta and 
Kendua thanas. The paddy and rice stored in the surrounding tracts have been 
imported to other afflicted places in Bengal, there having been extraordinary 
facilities this year for conveyance of articles by boat by reason of heavy rain- 
fall. This indiscriminate exportation of paddy and rice, and the cultivation 
of jute, owing to the large profits of last year where paddy used to be formerly 
grown, have aggravated the scarcity. 

Thrift is unknown to the cultivators of these parts. Good harvests, year 
after year, make them averse to the practice of thrift. Moreover, they cannot 
make savings, if they would, on account of their heavy debts to the mahajans. 
The small savings which they had been able to make were exhausted at the 
first appearance of scarcity, The cultivators managed to live for a short time 
by selling their cattle and domestic utensils and by making loans. They do not 
get loans any more. There are no purchasers in the market. Rice is selling at 
Kis, 7 to Ks. 9 per maund. The poor cultivator is drowned in despair when he 
hears his wife and children crying for food. People are committing suicide. 


li the scarcity becomes more severe there will commence a regular sale of 
human beings, 
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It is yet six weeks before the autumn crop can be reaped. And if there 
be no rain within two weeks, wails will rise not in East Mymensingh alone 
but all over Mymensingh. If there be good rainfall, scarcity will be at an 
end in some parts of East Mymensingh, if the people of those parts can be 
kept alive for another six weeks. But the aman crop being destroyed in the 
Barhatta thana, the distress in that thana will not end till the next 6or0 crop is 
reaped in Jhaistha next. 

The Mymensingh District Board has placed Rs. 7,000 in the hands of 
Mr. Phillips for the relief of the distressed people. Mahim Babu of Athabari, 
Raja Suryyakanta Acharyya, and the Nawab of Dacca have also contributed 
Rs. 1,000 each for the relief of the public. Raja Suryyakanta Acharyya, 
Babu Mahim Chandra Roy Choudhuri, and Babu Jogendrakishor Roy, Zamin- 
dar of Ramgopalpur, are sending rice and money to the afflicted places. The 
Mymensingh Association and the Brahmo Somaj have also sent representa- 
tives to make enquiries about the distress and to grant help in special cases. 
Mr. Phillips has gone to Netrakona, where he has established ten relief 
centres, and Deputy Magistrates have been sent to Kishoreganj, Bajitpur, and 

Susang. | 

But the distress is so wide spread, that the contributions received up to 
date are found inadequate for the relief of the people. It will probably be 
dificult to save the lives of the people without help from Government. It is 
also necessary that help should be given to those who are most in need. Con- 
struction of roads and excavation of tanks are not work that will suit all classes 
of people. Many are not accustomed to digging, and many will deem 
such work dishonourable even at this time of distress. Proper work should be 
provided for different classes of people, and in many cases help will have to be 
viven without any return in the shape of labour. 

Mymensingh never saw evil days like these. Many people are going from 
East Mymensingh to Nasirabad and presenting themselves before the Magis- 
trate’s court for help. The sight of these people, mere skin and bone, cannot 
fail to move one to tears. The mahajans do not seem inclined to send padd 
to East Mymensingh for fear of plunder. Unless abundant rice 1s sent to these 
parts under proper guard, it will probably be impossible to save the lives of 
the people. It is not easy to see how much worse matters will become. 

Babu Haranath Datta writes from Mymensingh :—‘ Things are growing 
worse. Aman of Sekhpur ate away some days ago the meal of rice to which 
Khawaj Bepari of Palgram had satdown. The cry, “ our children are dying for 
want of food!” is being heard everywhere. In our own village, the families of 
Jayanath De, Haran’s mother, Swarup Majhi, Nabu Majhi, Haradhan’s mother, 
and other persons are in great distress. ‘They get one meal every day or every 
other day. Jayanath De is prepared to sell a plough-ox, but there is no one 
to buy it. Loans cannot be had,” | 

Babu Abhay Chandra Das, pleader of the Mymensingh Judge’s court, 
writes from the Chatal village, within the jurisdiction of the Nikali thana, in the 
Kishoreganj subdivision :— 

Paddy, rice, and even cooked rice are being stolen almost every night in 
every village. Many pcople are extremely eager to get gruel, which can not 

always be had. Many children are living upon bitter fruits like matkilar. 
gota and butwvi lemon. Many elderly persons are lying on their faces, with 
their bellies tightly compressed by pieces of cloth, to suppress the pangs of 
hunger. Almost every householder is getting meals after two or three days’ 
starvation. 

Many petty cases of theft of rice and fruits are being tried, and the offend- 
ers are being punished with whipping, &c. 

On the 18th October last, Babu Chandra Kishore Kar, Chairman of the 
Bajitpur Municipality, came to our house and related the following story :— 

A man living within the jurisdiction of the Bajitpur thana went toa 
mahajan after his wife and children had starved for two or three days, but could 
yet no loan of paddy. On his return home at night his children began to bite 
him. Driven to desperation, the man entered into the mahajan’s barn and took 
iway a maund and ahalf of rice. The mahajan discovered the theft next morn- 
ing, and finding rice in the man’ house made him over to the police. ‘The man 


coufessed the theft, and pointed out the marks of bites on his person. ‘The man | 
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PRAKRKITI, 
Oct. 29th, 1892. 


DACCA PRAKASH, 
Oct. J0th, 1&Gz 


has probably been sent up for trial, and his wife and children are probably by 
this time on the point of death. 

39. A-correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 29th October, writing from 

Dauhakhana, in the Mymensingh district, says :— 

Distress at Dauhakhana, inthe «We think that we do not live under Queen 
Mymensingh district. ‘ , : 

Victoria. If we had lived under her we would not 
have been compelled to starve. In our opinion the Sovereign is the arbiter of 
the destinies of the people and their protector. But if our Sovereign had been 
our protector, we would not have died of starvation. Paddy is selling here at 
8 annas per pasuri, and rice at Rs. 8 or Rs. 9 per maund, and are not available 
even at these prices. We can be saved if only Government takes pity 
upon us.” 

49. The Dacca Prakash, of the 30th October, has the following in the 
course of an article headed ‘ Rice, seven seers per 
rupee in Dacca’ :— 

Government is the ma bap of the poor, but where is the Government? For 
the country is on the way toruin. Jt looks asifthe people will all die. Do you— 
YQ Government—save them without delay. See these lakhs of people reduced to 
skeletons by continuous starvation, and unable even to cry. Oh!—the sight is 
heart-rending. —'The throat is choked, the tongueis dry—and if you—O Govern- 
ment—do not save them now, who shall save them? Save them while they are 
yet alive, for it will be of no use giving them even heaps of food when they 
have dicd. Lcople have already commenced to die of starvation. About a 
month and a quarter ago, we mentioned the cases of some people who, unable 
to provide food for their wives and children, committed suicide in despair. But 
it was then only the beginning of the distress, and it is for you—O thoughtful 
Government—to consider how many people must have died of starvation within 
this month and a quarter. We cannot convince you of this distress unless you 
choose to be convinced yourself. The people will die on account of eating 
leaves of trees, &c., but the police, instructed by your ignorant chaukidars, will 
report such deaths as natural deaths, and you will believe the reports of your 
police. IJlow shall we then set your mind right in this matter? But you— 
() Government—are conducted by men of great learning and experience, and 

‘rou are proclauming, as if by trumpet-blast, the glory of the most civilized 
English people, and have you no time to consider this simple thing? It is 
for you to consider how many people can afford to buy rice at the rate of 
seven scers per rupee in a country where. the people are ready to enlist 
themselves in the army and to die on the battle-field, or to do the arduous 
and dangerous duties of a police constable, for the sake of Rs. 6 a 
month. ‘The monthly income of the masses is certainly less than that sum. 
Suppose every man in the country carns Rs, 6 per month, and suppose the 
population of the Dacca district is 2,420,656, and the number of houses in that 
district is £39,736 ; you have 53 as the number of people in each house, and one 
man with his scanty earning of Rs. 6 a month must provide for these 53; for 
there is, generally speaking, only one carning member in each house or family. 
But if these 5 persons consume at least three seers of rice, the family will 
require 90 scers of rice every month; and if rice sells at 20 seers per rnpee, the 
family must spend at least Ks. 43 each month on rice alone, and the remain- 
ing Re. 13 will be spent in buying other necessary articles of consumption, 
such as salt, spices, fish, milk, &c., and in paying the chaukidari and other 
taxes, and the zamindar’s rent. The question now is, are not those, who are 
thus obliged to pass their days in poverty when rice sells at 20 seers per rupee, 
obliged to starve for at least 20 days in the month now that rice is selling at 
seven seers per rupee? In this time of scarcity and high prices a family will 
exhaust its monthly income of Rs. 6 in 10 days, and must therefore starve 
the remaiming 20 days of the month. Do you—O Government—think that 
people will not die, even if they starve for 20 days? Is it good sense in you to 
think thus? Is this style of thinking worthy of the high standard of civiliza- 
tion which you follow? If distress of the severe type which now prevails in 
this country had broken out in England and other western countries, it would 
have led to serious strife, bloodshed, and even rebellion, and Government would 
have been obliged to take steps without delay for its relicf. But India 1s not 
a European country, and its Hindu inhabitants are guided by their Dharma 


Distress in the Dacea district. 
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Sastras. ‘The Hindus will rather die of starvation than pave their way to hell 
by laying violent hands on others. The people, whose motto is, ‘Do unto all 
sentient beings as you would do to yourself’ can find no pleasure in giving pain 
to others. The people who look upon their sovereign as a ‘ great god’ cannot, 
so long as they can help It, rise against that sovereign. The perfect 
apathy of the Dacca District Buard in_this terrible time has caused the 
greatest dissatisfaction to the writer. If the Board does not give help 
in this time of distress, the writer will not be sorry to sce it swept out of 
existence. ‘The Board has Rs. 20,000 in its Famine Fund. And if this sum is 
not to be spent at a time of distress like this, why is the fund being at all 
kept up? Cannot the few men of kind heart who are members of the Board 
take any action in this matter? Ifthe fear of being rebuked by the Magis- 
trate imposes silence on them even at such a time as this, what good have the 

done to the country by accepting these memberships? The District Board of 
Mymensingh deserves every praise for having freely spent Rs. 7,000 for the 


relief of the distressed. Will not this example awake the District Board of 
Dacca to a sense of their duty ? 


i 41. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st November, 
The prevailing distress. has the following mee 


In Bankura, rice is now selling at 7 to 8 seers and paddy at 16 to 17 seers 
arupee. If this is not famine, Heaven knows what is. 

In the famine of 1872, a large number of people died of starvation in this 
part of the country. ‘Thousands of men somchow managed to keep their bod 
and soul together for a day or two by eating the fruits of the kadanba, 
uswatiha, and bat trees, and grass and leaves of plants. At that time, too, 
the price of rice was 6 to 7 seers a rupee, though for two or three days it rose 
even to 3 seers a rupee. But it seems that there will be no famine now 
even if no more than a handful of rice can be had for that sum. 

Does anybody take any notice of the large number of people who cannot 
get even one meal a day, or of those who live with difficulty only on dhutia and 
pot-herbs? You may or may not help them, but where is the harm in trying to 
ascertain their true condition ? 

Government only believes official statements. If the officials say there is 
famine, famine is believed in; if not, all talk of famineis pure delirium. What 
shall we do? We simply say what we see and hear. If our statements are 
not listened to, there is no help for it. 

If the paddy plants look slightly fresh and green, many people at once 
jump to the conclusion that there will be a bumper crop. But whether those 
plants are really likely to yield any crop, none but an experienced cultivator 
is able to say. Most ofticials show a lamentable ignorance of Indian agriculture, 


and yet it is these officials who supply Government with information regarding 
matters agricultural. 


Last year the yield of the crops was extremely small in the large tract 
of country lying between the southern side of the Damodar and the northern 
sile of Sonamukhi, and there was consequently so much distress among the 
Inhabitants that, even then, the Magistrate, Mr. Barrow, thought of opening 
rclief works in those parts. This year distress has become severer. Man 
families have fled to the eastern parts. It is hard to understand why relief 
works have not yet been opened here. It was thought by the officials that the 
falling of rain would lead the mahajans to give loans of paddy, but man 
mahajans are heard to say that their stocks of paddy have become so small, that 
these will hardly suffice for the purpose of supplying their own wants. Most 
of them, again, have sold off their surplus stocks, and this is corroborated by the 
Government reports, which state that Bankura has this year exported large 
quantities of paddy. Bad harvests and large exports have made the existence 
of surplus grain in the district impossible, 

A few days ago, Mr. Maguire went to enquire about the condition of the 
people living near Simlapal, and it is said that he was informed by two cow- 
herds that there was no distress in that part, and he has concluded from this 
that there is really no distress there. He has reproved two of his subordinates 


lor giving what he has condemned as “alarming” reports. He has refused to 
grant fukdv7t loans. 


BAaNKURA DARPAN, 
Nov, Ist, 1892, 


( 1052 ) 


SULABH DaINIKy Government in the prevailing 42. The Sulabh Dainik, of the Ist Nov 
Novy, lst, 1892, distress. has the following ane 

There is no more time. Let Sir Charles Elliott come forward to save the 
lives of his countless famine-stricken subjects. Does not His Honour see that 
famine has appeared from one extremity of Bengal to the other like a wide. 
spread conflagration about to consume millions of his subjects ? 

The nglishnan itself says that the scarcity in Mymensingh will 
assume cnormous proportions, and reports that rice is already selling there at 
Rs, 7 to Rs. 9 per maund. O your Honour!—will you disbelieve a state. 
ment made in such a paper as the Lniishman? The native press foresaw six 
months ago that it would come to this, and have been all this time warning 
both the sovereign and his subjects against it, but Government has perhaps all 
this while pooh-poohed the writings in the native press as exaggerated and 
unfounded. Lut will it disbelieve what the Anglishman, with which it is go 
thick and thin, says? The Magistrate of Mymensingh, too, who is a pet of Sir 
Charles Elliott, has lately written to Government to send him one lakh and 
fifty thousand maunds of rice if it wants him to avert the impending famine. 
But Sir Charles is as silent as ever, as if he has not hp been able to shake off 
the spell of his ignorance, and seems really to think that his subjects are living 
in comfort and happiness. 

F‘amine has already appeared in the 24-Parganas, Hooghly, Burdwan, 
Jessore, Khulna, Midnapore, Dacca, Faridpur, and Bankura districts. The 
writer wants to know if the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has taken any steps 
to alleviate the intense suffering of the people from want of food in Majilpur, 
Jaynagar, Barasat, Chota Jagulia, and other villages situated at no great dis- 
tance from the metropolis itself. All sorts and classes of people in Bengal are 
doing their best to give relief to the afflicted, and the Government alone seems 
to be quite at its ease, for the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has not yet visited 
any of the afflicted villages within his jurisdiction, whilst the Lieutenant- 
Governor is visiting distant parts of the province as if nothing has happened 
near the capital. Sir Charles Elliott is spoken of as a well wisher of his 
subjects, and he is very fond of showing his affection to, and mixing with, 
school-boys in Calcutta. But what has become of his affection for his subjects 
at such a time of distressas this? Scarcity, it is to be noted, has also appeared in 
the district of Backergunge—the district, that 1s, which fitly goes by the name 
of the Granary of Bengal. 

Sir Charles is extremely fond of making tours of inspection, and- has 
given strict orders to all officers under him, high and low, to spend some 
months in the year in touring. But will His Honour explain what ‘touring’ 
means? If official tours fail to benefit the subjects by bringing their real condi- 
tion to the knowledge of Government, what is the use of wasting money 
on them, in a time of distress like this? It is likely that the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s policy of keeping the public expenditure at its lowest limit is doing 
all the mischicf, though his heart may all the time be prompting him to 
sympathize with his subjects and relieve their distress. The Sanjivani is very 
right when it says that the people of Bengal should expect no help in this 
distress from Sir Charles’s administration. (Report, Native Papers, for week 
ending 29th October 1892, paragraph 29). | A conflagration has broken out and 
Sir Charles’s subjects are perishing in it, but Sir Charles is fast asleep. The 
writer once more calls upon His Honour to take pity on his subjects and give 
them food when they cannot get it either for money or for love, and again exhorts 
him to suspend for a short time the export trade in food-grains which is drain- 
ing the country of its food-stock. But if it be that the Lieutenant-Governor 1s 
determined not to do anything to relieve the suffering population so long as 
the native press agitate the matter, let His Honour says this plainly, and the 


writers in that press will not only drop all agitation on the subject of the 
distress, but refrain even from bare references to it. 
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: Sanacttan, fe 43. The Sahachar, of the 26th October, has 
@ et Voth, 892, SHAQUShMeEn s atred =O 10 ee 2 : 
i ar es the following :— 


‘A Babu and a gentleman came,’ said an 
artless European girl to her father, for she had been taught by her parents 
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that there are no gentlemen among the Babus. The Amrtia Bazar Patrika 

‘ves the following story :—'lhe children of a ‘Madras civilian, as wellasa 
native gentleman, used to go to a place every evening for a walk. The children 
thus came to be familiar with the native gentleman, and played and conversed 
with him every day. But one day they fled from him. He pursued and overtook 
them, and asked why they were fleeing from him, The eldest child thereupon 
said—‘ you are a native, and father says that we ought not to talk toa native.’ 
And the child told the truth. It is now for Englishmen to consider whether 
or not it is good policy to treat, in this way, a people whom it is their interest 
to conciliate. It is for this reason, if not for anything else, that the Hindu 
and the Mussulman religions ought to be preserved in their integrity, and such 
words as mlechha and kafir ought not to be abandoned. The Europeans are not 
equal to the people of India in religion and morality, and even an Indian cooly 
is a more religious man than many European military officers. The men who 
throw out their sick children on the public road, at dead of night, should not 
be compared, in point of religiousness, to even an Indian beggar. There are 
of course, good men in all countries. The present unsympathetic English rule 
isa great blunder. It is true, the construction of railway lines up to Peshawur 
has greatly facilitated the movements of the army, but it has also facilitated 
journeys to the Russian dominions in Central Asia. And the people who go 
there see that the conquered people there receive better treatment than they 
do in India, and that the opprobrious term ‘native’ is unknown there. It is not 
without reason the Indians compare the English system of Government with 
the Russian. 

44, A member of the Bengal Provincial Conference writes in the Hitfavadi, 
of the 27th October, on the working of that body :— 

The gradual deterioration of the Provincial 
Conference, and the little interest that is now taken in its proceedings, is a clear 
indication of the worthless character of political agitation in this country. 
That the Congress is numerously attended is only because it is a splendid show 
and a vast arena in which the intellect and eloquence of India are displayed in 
the most effective manner. ‘That people go to the Congress more to see a sight 
than to do any real work is proved by the fact that it 1s attended every year 
by new men. And if the Provincial Conference had been a show, it would 
have been as numerously attended as the Congress. But as it is a working body, 
few people care to take part in its proceedings. 

45. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 29th October, writing 

from Vaishnabnagar, within the jurisdiction of the 

heats, water in a village in Kaliachak théna, in the Malda district, complains 

- that the water of the Gadagari tank in that village, 

the only tank accessible to the villagers, 1s being fouled by the steeping of jute 

init. The tank now emits a dreadful stench. The Al lesiig sie Bead. is 
requested to put a stop to this practice. 

46. Babu Brajendra Kishor Rai Chaudhuri of Gauripur, in the Mymensingh 
district, writing in the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, 
of the 3rd November, says that the increasing 
cultivation of jute is the principal cause of the distress with which Bengal is 
visited year after year. Not less than thirty or forty million maunds of jute 
are annually exported from the districts of Dacca, Mymensingh, Tippera, 
Faridpur, Noakhali, and Rajshahi. ‘The country benefits foreign merchants b 
cultivating jute, but suffers serious loss itself. If the ty are to be saved, 
jute cultivation must be given up by the raiyats. Every zamindar should 
compel his raiyats to sow the greater part of ,their lands with paddy, and 
only a small portion with jute. This will save the province from frequent 
attacks of famine, 


The Bengal Provincial Conference. 


Cause of famine in Bengal. 


Urrya PAPERS. 


47. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 21st September, approves of the 
" saclay order of Government directing students of Govern- 
lent, ©! library books by stu- ment schools to use the books of the libraries 


attached to them without depositing any money in 
advance. 


HITAvaADI, 
Oct. 27th, 1892. 


PRAKRITI, 
Oct. 29th, 1892, 


DaINIK-0-SAMACH AR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov, 3rd, 1892, 


URIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD, 


Sept. 21st. 18yz, 
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SAMVADVAHIKA, 


Sept. 22nd, 1892. 


UrKAL DIPIKA, 
Sept. 24th, 1892. 


UTKAL DIPIKA, 
Sept. 24th, 1892. 


( 1054 ) 


48. The Samvadvahika, of the 22nd September, is of Opinion that 
three-fourths of the early rice crop in the Balasore 
district has been lost on account of want of season. 
able rainfall. 

49. The Utkal Dipika, of the 24th September, requests the Board of 
Revenue to make certain alterations in the revenye 
money-order rules, so as to exempt those estates 
from sale, remittances in whose behalf are made jp 
the post office either on or before the last latbandi day. The estates should 
not be held responsible for any delay that the post office may make in making 
remittances to the treasury. 

50. The same paper a "oo i mag _— - considera- 
es | tion of the Durga Pujah holidays, allowed mo 
a time for the Hecaubon “onl peeves fled of the 

rovisions of the Municipal Amendment Bill that is now before the Bengal 
egislative Council. 


The rice crop in the Balasore 
district. 


Payment of revenue by money- 
order. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator, 
Bencati TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 5th November 1892. 
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